Frequently Asked Questions for the Leadership of 

Boynton UMC Sowing Seeds Together Campaign
Why are we doing this campaign? How does this match our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world?
This project allows our church to most effectively move into the future as a vital Kingdom outpost in Catoosa County. We are able to facilitate growth within the church and meet the growing needs of our community. This project is not simply about making our environment more comfortable. It is about making room to welcome new disciples into our midst; passionate disciples who will advance the Kingdom. It is exciting to think about Boynton United Methodist being the center of God’s work in a growing Catoosa County community.
Should we grow before we build?
That’s a great question. We know that when a worship service is 85% full, newcomers won’t feel welcome to return - it just feels too crowded. We want everyone who visits to feel welcome and that there is a place in the church for them. To make sure this happens, we need a larger Contemporary worship space.
We also know that guests are impacted by the look and feel of our facilities. That is why we have been investing in updating our facilities and why it is critical that we revitalize our Sanctuary. We want our guests to feel welcome and know that we feel it is important to have a Sanctuary that is warm, inspirational and aesthetically-pleasing.
And finally, we want to provide opportunities for all of us to come together for activities, dinners, concerts and other events. We also want to reach out to the community and provide love and care when it is needed. Building additional space will help us to build our church community to further our Lord’s work.

Are there other spaces in our facilities that we could utilize more?
The Building Committee has been very intentional about looking at our current space and the space that is needed for future growth.  Other than the Sanctuary, we have used all other space beyond capacity. Changes have already been made in the 943 service (removed tables) to maximize seating capacity. Almost every room in our church is used for multiple purposes. 

How much will this cost?

In the current economy, the belief among those in the know is that a church should be able to complete a project anywhere from 1.5 to two times its annual operating budget. Our operating budget is $328,000. That means we should be able to conservatively build a project in the $500,000 range. We will adjust our vision and desires based on the money raised in this Sowing Seeds Together Campaign.

How does the size of this project compare to past campaigns?
The Building Committee has done an incredible job developing a plan that is doable for Boynton UMC. In comparison in today’s dollars, the prior Sanctuary project would be three times as ambitious (Sanctuary would be $1.5 million in 2014 dollars) as this project.
How will this be paid for?

Our desire is to raise at least 2/3rds of the project cost in one-time gifts and three-year pledges through the Sowing Seeds Together Campaign. The final 1/3rd if not pledged/given through the campaign will be paid through additional fundraising and a concentrated planned-giving initiative. The good news is that interest rates are at historic lows.

Would it be possible to build the new building and renovate the Sanctuary without debt?
That would be wonderful! The size of the mortgage, if any, and the size and the timing of the renovations and building will be determined by the sacrificial giving of our members.

How long will it take?

Ultimately, God’s provision will determine this. Ideally, we’d like to break ground in early 2015 and complete everything by August 2015.

Where are we at in the process?

At a Church Conference on November 10, 2013, a Building Committee was formed. Members of the Building Committee are Jim Cosper (chair), Wanda Harris, Tim Holt, Jerry Lowery, and Kristen Smith. The Building Committee will thoroughly research and make decisions about how to renovate the Sanctuary, build a new building and raise the funds needed to do so. Contractors will be consulted. Specific pricing bids will be received. We have formed three working sub-committees: (1) Sanctuary, (2) New Building, and (3) Capital Campaign. The congregation will have to approve the plans and costs before work can begin.

Is the debt of the parsonage included in the Sowing Seeds Together Campaign?

The Boynton UMC congregation has been very generous in giving to the purchase of the new parsonage.  It’s amazing that we have less than a $40,000 mortgage on an asset worth $200,000 in less than 2 years.  Anyone who would like to give to the parsonage project is free to do so.  However, the monies that will be pledged and paid to the Sowing Seeds Together Campaign will be used for the Sanctuary renovations, the new building and parking.

What do I do about my pledge to the parsonage?

The pledges to the parsonage were made in 2012 and are separate from the Sowing Seeds Together Campaign.  Please continue to fulfill your remaining commitment to the parsonage fund.  

When does the Sowing Seeds Together Capital Campaign begin?

The Sowing Seeds Together Capital Campaign is currently in a planning phase as we, as a congregation, prepare and pray for the success of this campaign. August 17 will be our Kick-off Sunday, an event that will introduce the campaign.

What happens if we don’t raise enough to support all of our dreams?

We hope and pray that we can complete all of the projects as planned. However, once the Sowing Seeds Together Capital Campaign is completed, the Building Committee will review the results of the giving and determine specifically what improvements can be made to the Sanctuary and how large the building can be as well as parking. Their recommendations will be presented to the Church Council for approval.    

What happens if people are not able to pay their pledges?

That’s a great question and one that is usually raised whether it is for the operating budget or a capital campaign. We are blessed that the members of Boynton UMC have a long history of meeting their financial commitments. Even though there may be unforeseen circumstances that impact an individual member’s ability to pay all of their pledge, some members will give more than their pledge and others will not pledge but still give. In addition, the campaign team will be working diligently throughout the next three years to assure that new members join us in participating in the Sowing Seeds Together Campaign.
Why is the Sowing Seeds Together Capital Campaign something I should be involved in?

Through the Sowing Seeds Together Campaign, it is our hope that everyone feels called to be a part of Boynton United Methodist’s story by participating through thoughtful prayer and sacrificial giving.  It is important that everyone participates in order to ensure that Boynton UMC can be all that God calls us to be in the midst of an explosive coming harvest.
